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Romania in Spring Trip Report

Introduction

This tour was designed to take in the best of the spring butterflies that Romania has to offer,
and included an opportunity to observe wild Carpathian Brown Bieatse latter part of
the trip.

There were three basesear the town of Dejfollowed by a spell in the beautiful Rimetea
Valley. The location fahe bears was in the Hargitadvntains, which also included further
wonderful butterfly locations.

Joiningus for the tour wereRod & Lynn, Chris & Sheila, Barrie, Dave, Roger, and John.
What follows is a daily diary for éhweek, followed by the species list, and guest galleries
Arrivals day, 18 May

Clupp  LI2 OF ' ANLIR NI AayQi trivelhRamaya2 Wvewede A (0 dza
processed and setting off into the countryside in short order this afternoon. We were

heading towards our first base for the week, on the rural outskirts of Dej, but with a few

hoursof useful daylight to play witiwve made aspeculative play for our first big potential

target of the week, Bavius Blue. These Transylvanian butterflies emerge early in the spring

but, with the past fortnight here in Romania having been generally rather cool, damp, and
overcast, we had grounds tape that there might still be some on the wing and in good

condition too.

Those weather conditions had, unfortunately,

persisted to our arrival day too, and they had a

further annoying side effeati KS& QR NBY RS NB
earth track that led uphill to the Bays Blue site

undriveable by our vehicles. A cautious drive

2yiG2 GKS (GNXOl1 ¢l a az22y |0
vehicle began to slowly drift sideways rather

than forwards! A gentle push and some judicious
reversing saw him safely back onto tarmac,

where we leftboth vehicles and instead approached the site on foot. (John and Lynn elected

to stay near the vehicles, where some puddling blues and fritillaries provided some

distraction and, as we would laténd> 42 YS &LJISOAS&a GKS NBad 27 i
further uphill).

Lesser Fiery Copper © Chris

The walk uphill was easy enough on foot, and fa
from unproductiveg Sheila and Chris found a
Lesser Fiery Copper, while Rod bumped into ou
first Scarce Swallowtail, and Pale Clouded Yello
passed by on several occasions. A ripe Fox scat
was bibbling with butterfliesq mainly Silver
studded and Common Blue, but also a fine fres
Glanville Fritillary greedily imbibing. From a

Glanville Fritillary © Barrie
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birding perspective, a Tawny Pipit was dobdted and admired.

On the hilltop, where the ground levelled out,
views of thesurrounding countryside were
commanding, but the wind was brisk. Butterfly
activity was strictly confined to ground level.
Large patches of flowering thyme were
particularly busy, with many fresh Silve&udded
Blue to be seen.

Dropping off the hilltop ito the steep grassy
slope upon which the Bavius Blue reside, the wind was stronger still. Despite this, we found
half a dozen Eastern Baton Blue, carefully scrutinising them and reminding ourselves of the
differentiating features that separate them frometrather similar Bavius.

K%"'Lﬁ t: % ”"tﬂé:

From our lofty vantage point we could see dark ==
clouds curdling in the distance, and heading ou;gﬁ‘f‘"
way. It was time to beat a timely retreat to the 5‘:&.

vehicles and head on to our comfortable hotel. ¢
Our timing was impeccable, for the heans

opened just as we got back to the vehictes
GSQR | @2ARSR | &zl 1 Ayis
evening after dinner, we discovered that John S :
and Lynn had done well for blues, with both ~ ** 5 . o

w S @S NR ZepkyaBlusgeiRand photographed puddling by the reate.
Day 2¢ 19" May

We knew the weather forecast for today was going to be unpleasant, for butterflies and
their admirers alike, with low temperatures, strong winds, and heavy rain all on the cards
for the day. Staying at our hotel was, of course, syt an optionc and we had a

glimmer of hope if some of the local forecasts were to be believed, a window of dry weather
and maybe even some sunshine between midday and 2pm. So off we set foatwsiteh

were this to occur, we would stand the bestamce of encountering Violet Copper this

week.

The temperature gauges on the vehicles told their own mute story of the journey north
from the hotel after breakfast We started with a balmy’C2at the hotel but, by the time
> we were on site, the air tempetare, wind-chill
notwithstanding, was now a mer&€cC. In late
May! Heavy rain was falling, so we stayed indoors
at a convenient petrol station that served hot
drinks. After an hour the rain had eased. Rod and
Roger were our most intrepid scouts, heading
into adjacent woodland in advance of the rest of
dza X ¢KAEfS GKS NBal 27F dza 7F:

Otk woodland With bistart © Sheila - 5
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The initial signs were not encouraging. The rain might have stopped, but thick cloud still
ofly1SGSR GKS &d1eéz IyR NR2a id tfichabitatZorivisietF € A S a
Copper looked supremely goadovely clearings in the oakwoods with plenty of the larval
foodplant, bistort, growing in the open areas. As the cloud began to fragment overhead,

birds began to sing Common Nightingale and, moskatically, Golden Oriole. Glimpses of

both, and Hawfinch, were haglthese three habitually shy species proving easier to see for

now than our butterfly quarry.

Eventually the sun broke through and shone fo
some 40 minutes. Soon enough, the air
temperature and humidity in the clearings rose,
and some invertebrates began to stir. From the
corner of his eyeJanossaw a butterfly fly past
him and settlec and what should it be but a
female Violet Copper! With the temperature still™
not anything to write homebout this was a very |
torpid and obliging butterflg she posed —
beautifully for everyone, allowing time for even g
the pioneeringand by now faraway Roger to-re

join us and admire her at leisure.

A late lunch back at the vehicles beckoned, our having maglenibst of the weather
window. Knowing what was comirggmore raing we elected to head back in the direction
of Dej and, should the sun put in an appearance, make an impromptu stop at suitable
habitat. Disappointingly, though not surprisingly, of the share was no sign.

However, as we arrived at Dej the rain at least
had stopped again, so we headed a little way out
\ of the village and up a gravel track to a series of
AT open hillside hay meadows. We spent an hour in
k- the late afternoon wandering their margnand
‘\"d added a handful more species to our
Py 0 : ' depauperate tally for the day, which at 4:30pm
/f a té«‘ Y stood at i [
. just one species, albeit a good one.
Many freshly emerged Silvstudded Blue were
roosting in the grass and, in particular, on flowering thyme; while Liysha Common Blue
YR fFGGSNIeéx | /KIFILYIyQa . €dzST | O02dzL)X S 27
Heath Fritillary. Barred Warbler were seen here too, and Geded Woodpecker calls
echoed mournfully from nearby woodland.

Silver-studded Blue © Barrie

All in all, not theday any of us would have hoped o SQR KI @S f A1 S¥- a4 dzy a K)
wall butterflies of many speciaesbut a better day than we might had, thanks to a sterling

team effort and much positivity. With a better forecast promised for the following day, we

had plenty still to prove this week!
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Day 3¢ 20" May

We awoke to find the countryside around our hotel smothered with a blanket of thick fog,
and the temperature outside a meré@. This was forbidding stuff indeed. However, once
5 SQR f 2| ReRfor duktianst&rSdRimetea and hit the road, we soon found the
fog dissipating and the temperature rising.

Ouir first stop was to revisit the roadside site
GSQR LI NJSR G 2y | NN
[eYY KIFIR Syez2éSR wSgsS
Now bathed in sunshine, butterflies were ,
warming up and on the wing here. Initially just o
Common and Silvet G dZRRSR . f dzS 3
duly was found, and also some fine fresh male
Adonis Blue. The meadows that sloped uphill
from the parking spot were flowerich, and here we found Glanville and Eastern Knapweed
Fritillary, Pale Clouded Yellow, and a single Blaaked White for good measure. A
Goshawk circling overhead was a fine sight too.

w2 Ky |
J . f dzS¢

, \¢ We had the possibility of a late Bavius Blue very
much on our mind this morning, and plotted a
route to Rimetea that allowed us to check two
™ more sites for it. The first we elected not to

" explore when, upon arrival, we could see the
hillside in question was heavily grazed by cattle
behind an electric fence. The secohdwever,
we knew should be intaat a very steep
Sall NLIYSyid GKIF{iQa Saol LISR |
and retains a fine steppe flora, including the
salvias upon which the Bavius Blue depends for
its larval foodplant. The drive up the escarpment on unmade rpadsed without incident,
and by late morning we were on foot and exploring the hilltop.

Two species of hairstreak were new to us hef@reen and Black both being found around

the bushes that studded the escarpment. On the slopes below us we encounteaktd W

Brown, more Adonis Blue, and Eastern Baton Blue again, but alas no Bavius Blue were to be
found. Either we were too late for them, or the
prolonged cold weather had delayed emergen
2F fFGSNI AYRAGARdZ f &
Fritillary were a fine syorise here though, and
our nonbutterfly companions included some
shy Roe Deer, and a flock of a dozen-Bater.

After lunch we headed on towards Rimetea,
stopping to walk a track thatanosknew held a
strong population of Scarce Fritillary. Seace Frlary © Jon 1
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Unfortunately by this stage of the day the thick
grey clouds that had plagued the past tdlays
were back again in force, suppressing all flight
activity. JanoS sharp eyes were on thease
though, and spotted a roosting Scarce Fritillary
that showed marvellously wiglor us. Asan
added bonus, Jon found a nearby Chequered
Skipper which also posed obligingly.

Nonetheless, what we were making up for in
quality we were noticeably lacking in quantity.
This was starkly reinforced at our final site, a
Chequered Skipper © Lynn large network of dampneadows on the outskirts

of Rimetea that should have been bursting with
Large Copper, Marsh Fritillary et al. We saw a single Small Heath here. Later, we learned
that this was the coldest May in Romania for a century, which explained the absence of
insecs.

We retired to our comfortable new base for the next couple of days for a hearty dinner and
to lay plans for tomorrow.

Day 4¢ 215t May

With the weather forecast set fair for the day
ahead, we decided to make our first concerted
effort to see one of thestars of the show here in
Romania, the achingly rare Danube Clouded
Yellow. As we loaded our day bags into the
vehicles, a fine Syrian Woodpecker flew into the
trees beside the hotet surely that was a good
omen?

The drive east to our first Danube Cloudéellow
site was uneventful and, with a weather eye on
the car thermometers, we were pleased to see sunshine elevating the air temperature into
the high teens and then, by the time we arrived, driving up a dirt track onto a grassy hillside,
into the low twenties Celsius. The stage was very much set.

© Mariposa Nature Tours Ltéyugust 2025
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The first insects we saw on the wing were
Woodland Ringlet, darknd almost coalblack in
flight, but with tangerine wing spots when they
obligingly settled. It was not long however
before the shout went up fobanube Clouded
Yellow.Janoshad warned us that it was
unmistakeable in flight, being rich dark orange,
and sure enough the insect in question could be
seen with the naked eye from a distance

- whizzing across the hillside.

. =
- 7
®ahube Clouded V&ﬁw‘ithris

Happily, it was still relatively torpjéind settled repeatedly to nectar on dandelions and to

bask in the sun on the dry earth paths and tracks that threaded the hillside. With this being
ddzOK F Y20AtS &aLISOASa AGQa KFENR (2 cathé ¢A0K
least four butterfies, all males and newly emerged. Also freshly minted was a fine Sooty

Copper, while Scarce Swallowtail optimistically hilltopped as the morning wore on.

This was a major triumph, seeing Danube Clouded Yellow so easily, and it took some
pressureoffus@@SNJ Ay GKS $SS|1 6KSYy 6SQR 221 F2NJ Al
elevation. We headed back towards Rimetea, with the |ntent|on to Walk the same track

$SQR ONASTf & SELX 2 NBRggi Fae -ﬁswzzy
this time in sunnier conditions. '

2 SQR y 2 ri&e? thahvdlfound\the first
of several Scarce Fritillary basking in the sun in'3
the parking area, at one point settling on the
g NY ofl O]l NH2oO6SNI 27
spotted a Map nearby, which was swiftly

flighty Common Glider. Chequered Skipper
proved ubiquitous, while we saw a number of puddling Wood Wtitevas useful to look
FySg G GKSY gAGK CSyilGz2yQa 222R 2KAUGS AYy YAy

Moving into Rimetea itself, we poutlesome water on the stony track outside our hotel, at

GKS GNI O1 2dzyOiliAz2y 6KSNB 6SQR F2dzyR {LWAyYy2aS$s
- s Watched patiently, while a succession of Grizzled

Skipper and Silvet | dZRRSR . f dzS OF YS

but no Spinose.

 Wedecided to try another roadside site at which
Janoshad seen Spinose, some miles away on the
south of the village. Again, to no avail, though
there were some consolation prizesree;
magnificently, a fin&€Chequered Blue that posed

0 S dzii A F dzinél raorePp@dIdicatiyaoxr first
Speckled Wood of the week.

© Mariposa Nature Tours Ltéyugust 2025
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Another check of our watered track in Rimetea in the late afternoon showed little change in

the cast of visiting butterflies, so we made for one final site for the day in the late afternoon

some niles back outside the village. Here, in a roadside meadow we found Comma and
Chequered Skipper, and more posing Wood White; while on the hillside higher above the
roadJanod YR / KNAa F2dzyR | FAYS %SLIKE MWymphatidS ® { KS
high in the trees over the meadow that looked like a good candidate for Lesser Purple

Emperor, particularly when it dashed down to see off a Scarce Swallowtail, but alas it

g2dzf RyQd €1 yR Fd 3INRBdzyR t S@St IyR @I yAaKSR K

Day 5¢ 22"d May

Having enjoyed more or less wadkwall
sunshine the previous afternoon in Rimetea, we
decided to start today with another visit to the
unproductive water meadows of Day 2. 3hi
worked well for us, with Davinding our first
newly emerge Marsh FritillaryA couple more
obliging examples were forthcoming, and then
an absolute monster of a Geranium Arguas
big as many &hengaridlue!

eranium Argus © Roger

Heading away from the village, we walked up
into the higher reachesfa woodland track, taking ourselves to the elevation and site at
whichJanoKk I R a4 SSy CSy i 2np@dousvRigTRe wedtherigvitably,
decided to deteriorate yet again, with grey cloud predominate overhead and, as the walk
wore on, the first spits of rain felt too.

Perhaps, for once, this played to our favour, for
we spotted a roostingPieridthat was as torpid

and approachable as one could possibly have
hoped it might beJanosxamined it closely, and
pronounced that wé got a Fento@ Wood

White on our handsg the dusky, reticulated
underwing weighing havily in its favourThe

walk back down to the vehicles, while damp, was
Fentos Wood whle © heis on air for those of us whd made the trek uphill.

We needed to grit our teeth now for the long transit into our next basar Hargiteor the

following days. The drive was a long one, albeit to be broken with a stop at a reliable site for

Large Copper. The road quality left something to be desired at times, though we were
YAYRTdz GKIFIG GKAA OSNE 101 2F WASMIESA&aIDLIYSY i C
contributed to the famously biodiverse state of Romanian butterflies.

Our final stop before the push on towards our new base was something of a gem, a series of
meadows girdled by an extensive oak foré3ie drive up the site was a joy, -¢firmac and

following a forest track that gradually climbed through the trees and suddenly into the open
on an expansive hilltofBetter yet, the sun wasnally out!

© Mariposa Nature Tours Ltéyugust 2025
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We were no sooner out of the vehicles than we saw our primary quarry here, a flaming
SYOSNI 2F | [ F NHS /oselldSMdxt hbuyvie fokirl mank moyeQsomel f

of them startlingly large, and all newly emerged and vibrant. Also newly eclosed were more

I SFGK CNRGAEEFNE OGKFEY _6SOR _SOSNI 4SSy 0S¥F2NB
certainly hundreds, maybe thousands across this Gl
meadows. They were landjron us at times and
hitching a lift as we wandered in wonder.
Flowering mint proved irresistible to dozens of
2SI gSNDRa CNRGAEEFNBES 8
was also found near the vehicles, and then ane. =
coppe ¢ Small Copper, found by Dav@ur drive (S
back to the main road added a further species & A

our tally for the week, with our first Red Admiral 88 = & ; Large Copper © Rod
finally seen.

Ge /2L

Day 6¢ 239 May

Ouir first stop of the day was scheduled to be searching for butterflies iGtiergeni

Basin but, as we neared the areag ¥ound ourselves looking down onto a flat disc of thick
white fog. Clearly nothing would be flying in those conditions! However, with sun forecast
for later in the day, we felt we could usefully vary the itinerary, swappingtheoute
butterflying for aur late morning destination, the Bicazorge. This dramatic cleft is home to
what we consider, given its beauty, to be an honorary butterfly, the Wallcreeper. This shy
bird is an iconic montane species, as renowned for its penchant for living in inateessib
remote places as it is for its unquestioned good looks. Having the opportunity to see such a
bird was, ve felt, not one to be passed by, and it was a firm fixture on the itinerary for the
week,

The very bottom of the Bicazorge is something of a tostihotspot, lined with small

roadside shacks selling a variety of knickknacks of local and imported nature alike. The

arrival of two vehicles of wildlifgzatchers who were casting their eyes up to the rda&es

above rather at than the sheepskins, baskdtslge magnets and plastic White Stork garden

2NY I YSyGa OlFdzzaSR a2YS YAftR O2yadGSNYylFOGA2y | Y2
not their usual clientele!

Fleeting views of a Wallcreeper soon ensued, and we decided to head a little further up the
gorge to obtain hopefully better and more prolonged views. Moving the vehicles removed
us from the commercial hubbub, and apart from a couple of hikers we had the gorge to
ourselves. The first butterflies of the day were soon seen, Wbde, and then Janosd
Davepicked up our Wallcreeper flying overhead from one side of the gorge to the other.
After a short wait it flew back, and landed on an area of bare rock where it proceeded to
preen itself. We were getting binocular views hitherto, but Janos had gestmohand for

better views still. Unfortunately we did not have long to enjoy them, circumstances meaning
we had to move on.

© Mariposa Nature Tours Ltéyugust 2025
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We made good time to our first, and now toge

butterfly site, a long valley that hosts a

population of Danube Clouded Yellovinelvalue

of our earlier sightings of the week was now

starkly apparent to us, for this much further north

and at higher altitude, and in this coldest of

springs in living memory, there were none of

. 1;; their kind to be seen. Indeed, we were bumping

~into numeraus Dingy Skipper, traditionally a
species of early May here, newly emerged and in
pristine condition. This spoke volumes about how

delayed some species must have been locally. A passing rain shower reminded us that the

RIFeQa adzyaKAyS @anhad &y Welheade batkitd] e yehigled dddmove

on to a somewhat lower elevation meadow, hopeful of finding False Heath Fritillary and

ho SNIKdzZNR& DNRTTESR {{1ALIWSN® !fFas GKSNB 41 a

Our fortunes picked up nearer to our Hargita
base, with an hour in the late afternoon spent
most enjoyably in warm sunshine walking the
verges of an abandoned country lage
Chequered Skipper and Duke of Burgundy were
present in some numbers here, while Speckled
Wood and Brimstone were also seen. Faren
pleasing than any of those was a Common Glid
that dropped down from the treetops to join us
awhile.

Common Glider © Barrie

We returned to our lodge for a chance to freshen up, and for those who did not wish to join
us in the dedicated beawatching hide to opt out and renia at the lodge. A short drive
later and we were heading ofbad, up a forest track into the hills. This was a journey with a
couple of welcome interruptionsg first of all when Jon, in the second vehicle, spotted

R, 55 ﬂ -~ " another Common Glider; and latterly whdanos

. AL ~ stopped in his tracks to announce on the radios
that the lead vehicle had a Camberwell Beauty on
the track in front of it! We all piled out of the
GSKAOf Sa TFT2N) GKIFG 2ySX FyR

before sailing elegantly up into the trees,
checkirg out a couple of our heads en route.
These charming butterflies exude personality,
and this individual was certainly no exception.

Speaking of personality, there was plenty of that in store for us once we were quietly

installed in the comfortable, bespok®arwatching hide that would house us for the next

G662 K2d2NEX ¢KS KARS 2@0SNIX221a | fFNBS g22Rfl
passed all too quickly, that clearing would at various intervals play host to no fewer than 11
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BrownBears, ranginfrom a young cub to
yearling animalghree adult females, and one
awe-inspiring adult male. His arrival caused pa
amongstthe yearlings, which promptly fled into
the surrounding woodland, and prompted the
cub to climb the sheer trunk of a tree at great  }
speed, from whence nervously watched as the '
male sauntered into the clearing, and at one
point approached an adult fematgshe pointedly &
rebuffed his advances. These and more social interactions played out before our ragt eyes
this was arincredibleexperience. It was with great regret that we eventually returned to

the lodge fordinner.

Day 7¢ 24" May

We transferred today from Hargita back to Rimetea, taking a different route to that which

KFR ONRdzZAKG dza GKSNB (62 Renbdie t@edjdyzNgKlI Y RD 2 S
Copper that day, but today we had a far rarer butterfly target in ngiesser Clouded

Yellow.

CKAAZ K26SOSNE ¢l a y2ad o0ST:
another essential pistopctotry] NNIi! & {1 F ft O2
or chimney cakes, a delicious local swediagey

made and sold at a roadside stall. We triedN NIi | &
kalacswith cinnamon and walnut coatingsboth

were extremely moreish and swiftly torn apart

and devoured, Lynn carrying the last ringoof
chimneycakes  O1 Ay i(i2 W2yQa @SKA
P L ediblebracelet to save for later!

Our Lesser Clouded Yellow site certainly looked the gpararge upland area with rippling

ridges that rose above us, and a commanding view over the plains below. Those ridges were
studded with patches of thyme, and many othé Ff 2 4 S NA )/ 3 X lFydad ¢KAA
fly in the ointment being the gathering cloud S e :

overhead. Nonetheless, we devoted almost two|
hours to searching the areawe were there . Sy
RAZNA Yy 3 G(GKS 0dzli (i S Rids¥eQ
tough cookies, after alOnce more, though, we 5
found precious few butterflies of any description:
on the wing, apart from the ubiquitous Silver
studded Blue.

Our onlyColiaswvere a couple of fleeting Pale
Clouded Yellow. We did a little better for

fritillaries, with some smart&stern Knapweed
and Glanville being seepone of the latter being |

© Mariposa Nature Tours Ltéyugust 2025
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a remarkable greeimued aberration, almost likéhe valesinaform of Silverwashed
Fritillary.Wanderingshepherds and cowherds were our only humameanions in this
remote place as curious abouthe strangers in their midsis we were in the subtleties of
the local butterflies.

We dropped into the Rimetea valley, our usual
woodland track being an irresistible brief stqp

the usual desired suspectsScarce Fritillary and

° Map ¢ were both present still, with nearby

- sightings of Peacock and Queen of Spain Fritillary
/= too and, pleasingly, our first Large Skipper of the
f-._ week found by Barrie in an adjoining meadow. It
was telling that it had taken us this long to see
this usually commospecies.

Our final stop for the day was a new site for us, where in the previous year our group had
Sye2eSR 3I22R aAaKidAy3ada 2F {LAy2aS {]1ALLISNWP h
apparent, a steep sided valley with hetibh slopes on
one sic, and a track and small river running along the
bottom of it. Another new species for the week was
swiftly forthcoming, a rather tatty Shottiled Blue;
and we also bumped into further Sooty Copper and
Greenunderside Blue here.

However, with the tempeature now falling rapidly,
many butterflieswere going to roost in the low
vegetation. We counted at least two dozen Osiris Blu
in this way, and a great many Wood White. Jon and
Lynn both found examples of a scarce orchid for
RomaniaNeotinea tridentataBy late afternoon, and
with the temperature now positively cool, we called it
day and headed back to our comfortable lodgings for
our final evening in Romania.

Neotinea tridentata © Lynn

Day 8, Departures day, §5May

With a little time in hand before we needed to hit the roaddamorning, we made the best

of the time available to ug some electing to pack and enjoy a slightly more leisurely start to
the day, and some heading back to the meadows near the village to see what, if anything,
we might find.

This was, to be honest,are in hope than any great expectation. The overnight

temperature had once again been stubbornly and miserably cold, and the morning was yet

again a cold and grey one. The long grass of the meadow was absolutely soppgwaliwet

we could find for our trobles was an admittedly very fine fresh Poplar Hawkmoth roosting

Ay GKS f2¢g @S3aSatlrarazyd 22NIK ISHGGAy3a S0 FSS
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One final roll of the dice at a nearby roadside site

finally yielded two butterfly speciesneither

new, but both testament to how determirmk

5SQOR NBYIAYSR it 6SS|1 RSal
persistent provocation. Woodland Ringlet and

Small Heath were duly seen again one last time

on Romanian territory.

| With that, we returned to our lodge, collected

Poplar Hawkmoth © Dave v B our bags, and made our way back towards Cluj,
stopping for lunch before headlng in to the airport. And, with a certain grim inevitability, the
Wizz Air flight back to London Luton waidy delayed for no apparent reason.

Given how magnificent this tour had been in 2024, our run of poor fortune heRemania

AY Hnup RdzS (2 FIO02NER 0Seé2yR lye2ySQa 02y iN
coldest wettest spring in Romania for over a century, was very disappointing indeed. That
alARZ AGQa S alienrtagiydéterniinationinit $e kedi@udspi®siup, and

still managed to find most of the main targets of the tour. That the overall butterfly

numbers were so low and, hence, the anticipated spectacle of butterflying here in Romania

was diminished was a bitter pill to swallowjttwe made for a good team, and all benefited

FNRY 2yS Iy20KSNR&a &aKFINL) SeSa | yRawat Ay3ySa
Jon would like to thank the group for being such a great team under these trying climatic
circumstances.

bSogagKgT R 2(dk 1S (2 22AYy 2dzNJ YFAfAYy 3 IfylRAG YR
ALISOALT 20SNEX 22dzdRBy ¢2aNH o B RSN BB NR ¥R i | ( bzNB
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ROMANIA IN SPRING'"85" MAY 2025

Species name Day | Day | Day | Day | Day| Day | Day | Day
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Butterflies
1 | Dingy SkippeErynnis tages N N N N N N
2 | Mallow SkippeCarcharodus alceae
3 | Marbled Skippe€archarodus
lavatherae
4 | Tufted Marbled SkippeCarcharodus N
floccifera

5 | Hungarian SkippeBpialia orbifer

6 | Spinose Skippaviuschampia
cribrellum

7 | Safflower SkippePyrgus carthami

8 | Yellowbanded SkippePyrgus sidae
9 | Grizzled SkippePyrgus malvae

10 | Oberthir's Grizzled Slkppr Pyrgus
armoricanus

11 | Large Grizzled SkippByrgus alveus
12 | Large Chequered Skipper
Heteropterus morpheus

13 | Chequered Skippetarterocephalus N N
palaemon

14 | Essex Skipp@thymelicus lineola
15 | Small Skiper Thymelicus sylvestris
16 | Lulworth Skippefhymelicusction
17 | Large SkippeDchlodesSylvanus N

18 | Southern FestooZerynthia polyxena

Z
z
Z
Z
z

Z
pd

19 | Clouded Apolldarnassius N
Mnemosyne
20 | Scarce Swallowtaiphiclidespodalirius| N N
21 | SwallowtailPapilioMachaon N | N
22 | Wood WhiteLeptidea sinapis N | N N N
23 | Fenton's Wood Whité&eptideamorsei N
24 | Orangetip Anthochariscardamines N | N | N N N
25 | Blackveined WhiteAporiacrataegi N | N
26 | Large WhitePierisbrassicae N
27 | Small WhitePierisrapae N N | N | N N
28 | Greenveined WhitePierisnapi N | N N
29 | Eastern Bath Whitontiaedusa
30 | Eastern Pale Clouded Yell@mlias
erate
31 | Clouded YellowColiascrocea N \
32 | Danube Clouded Yello@olias N
myrmidone )
33 | Lesser Clouded Yelld@olias
chrysotheme
34 | Pale Clouded Yello@oliashyale N N | N | N N N
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Species name Day | Day | Day | Day | Day| Day | Day | Day
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
35 | Berger's Clouded Yello@olias
alfacariensis
36 | BrimstoneGonepteryxhamni N N
37 | Duke of Burgundi#amearid_ucina N | N N N
38 | Small Coppekycaenghlaeas N
39 | Violet CoppeLycaenaelle N
40 | Large Coppéerycaendispar N
41 | Scarce Coppdrycaenavirgaureae
42 | Sooty Coppekycaendityrus N N N
43 | Purpleshot CoppeLycaenalciphron
44 | Purpleedged Coppekycaena
hippothoe
45 | Lesser Fiery Coppkycaena N
thersamon
46 | Green Hairstreakallophrysubi N | N | N N
47 | Black Hairstreaksatyriumpruni N
48 | llex HairstrealSatyriumilicis
49 | Sloe HairstreaBatyriumacacia
50 | Small Blu&Cupidominimus N | N N N
51 | Osiris Blue€CupidaOsiris N | N N
52 | Shorttailed BlueCupidoargiades N
53 | Eastern Shortailed BlueCupido
decoloratus
54 | Provencal Shotailed BlueCupido
alcetas
55 | Holly BlueCelastrinaargiolus
56 | Eastern Baton Blueseudophilotes N N N
vicrama ) i )
57 | BaviusBluePseudophilotebavius
58 | Chequered Blu&colitantidesorion N | N
59 | Greenunderside Blugslaucopsyche N | N N
alexis
60 | Large Blué’hengarisarion
61 | Alcon Blud”’hengarisalcon
62 | Zephyr Bluretaniasephirus N N
63 | Silverstudded BluePlebejusargus N | N | N|[N/|N N N
64 | Idas BluePlebejusdas
65 | Reverdin's Blu®lebejus N N
argyrognomon
66 | Brown Argusriciaagestis N | N | N N N
67 | Mountain ArgudAricia artaxerces
68 | Geranium ArguEumedonia eumedor| N N
69 | Mazarine Blu€Cyanirissemiargus N | N N
70 | Turquoise Blu®olyommatuslorylas
71 | Chapman's BluBolyommatus N | N | N[N N
thersites
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Species name Day | Day | Day | Day | Day| Day | Day | Day
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
72 | Common Blud’olyommatudcarus N | N | N|N/|N N N
73 | Adonis Bludysandrzbellargus N N
74 | Nettle-tree ButterflyLibytheaceltis
75 | Silverwashed FritillaryArgynnis
paphia
76 | CardinalArgynnis pandora
77 | High Brown FritillarfFabriciana
adippe
78 | Queen of Spain Fritillafgsoria N [ N [N N
lathonia
79 | Lesser Marbled Fritillafgrenthisino
80 | Marbled FritillaryBrenthisdaphne
81 | Twinspot FritillaryBrenthisHecate
82 | Peartbordered FritillaryBoloria N | N
euphrosyne
83 | Small Peasbordered FritillaryBdoria
selene

84 | Weaver's FritillanBoloriadia

85 | Silverwashed FritillaryArgynnis
paphia

Z
z
Z
Z
z

86 | Scarce FritillarfEuphydryasnaturna N N N N
87 | Marsh FritillaryEuphydryaswurinia N
88 | Glanville FritillarpMelitaeacinxia N N | N | N N N
89 | Knapweed Fritillarivelitaecaphoebe N N
90 | Lesser Spotted FritillaiMelitaea
trivia
91 | Spotted FritillaryMelitaeadidyma
92 | False Heath Fritillaylelitaeadiamina
93 | Heath FritillaryMelitaecaathalia N | N N | N N N
94 | Red AdmiraVanessatalanta N
95 | Painted Ladyanessaardui N N N
96 | PeacocKknachisio N N
97 | Small Tortoisesheflglaisurticae
98 | CommaPolygoniac-album N N
99 | Map Araschnid_evana N N
100 | Camberwell Beautilymphalis N
antiopa
101 | Common GlideNeptissappho N N
102 | Hungarian GlideNeptisrivularis
103 | Poplar AdmiraLimenitis populi
104 | Lesser Purple Emperdpaturailia
105 | Speckled WooéParargeaegeria N N N
106 | Wall BrownLasiommatamegera N N
107 | Large Wall Browhasiommatamaera N

108 | Woodland BrowrlLopingaachine
109 | Pearly HeatltCoenonympharcania
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Species name Day | Day | Day | Day | Day| Day | Day | Day
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

110 | Chestnut HeatlCoenonympha
glycerion

111 | Small HeatlCoenonympha@amphilus | N N N N N
112 | Meadow BrownManiolajurtina
113 | Woodland RingleErebiamedusa N
114 | Black RingleErebiamelas

115 | Marbled WhiteMelanargiagalathea

Z
Z
Z

Z
Z
p
p

Dailytotal: | 13 | 6 | 19 | 45| 33 | 24 35 1
Running total:| 13 | 14 | 26 | 52 | 59 | 62 64 64

Birds seer list kindly compiled by
Barrie

1 | Mute SwanCygnus olor

2 | Mallard Anas platyrhynigos

3 | Grey Partridgélerdix perdix

4 | PheasanPhasianus colchicus

5 | Grey HerorArdea cinerea

6 | White StorkCiconia ciconia

7 | GoshawkAccipiter gentilis

8 | Common BuzzarButeo buteo

9 | Lesser Spted EagleAquila pomarina
10 | KestrelFalco tinnunculus

11 | LapwingVanellus vanellus

12 | Yellowlegged GulLarus michahellis
13 | Common Teristerna hirundo

14 | Rock Dove (Fjolumba livia

15 | Stock Dov&€€dumba oenas

16 | WoodpigeonColumba palumbus

17 | Collared Dovétreptopelia decaocto
18 | CuckoaoCuculus canorus

19 | Scops OwDtus scops

20 | Little OwlAthene noctua

21 | SwiftApus apus

22 | European Be-eater Coracias garrulus
23 | Greyheaded WoodpeckePicus canus
24 | Green WoodpeckePicus viridis

25 | Black Woodpeckedryocopus martius
26 | Great Spotted Woodpecker

Dendrocopos major

27 | Syrian Woodpeckdpendrocpos
syriacus

28 | Middle Spotted Woodpecker
Dendrocopos medius

29 | Crested Larksalerida cristata

30 | WoodlarkLullula arborea

31 | SkylarkAlauda arvensis

32 | Crag MartinPtyonoprogne rupestris
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33 | SwallowHirundo rustica

34 | House MatrtinDelichon urbicum

35 | Redrumped SwallowCecropis dauricg
36 | Tawny PipiAnthus campestris

37 | Grey WagtaiMotacilla cinerea

38 | White WagtaiMotacilla alba

39 | WrenTroglodytes troglodytes

40 | RobinErithacus rubecula

41 | NightingaleLuscinia megarhynchos
42 | Black Redstaf®hoenicurus ochruros
43 | RedstartPhoenicurus phoenicurus
44 | BlackbirdTurdus merula

45 | Song Thrusfurdusphilomelos

46 | Icterine WarbleHippolais polyglotta
47 | Marsh WarblerAcrocephalus palustris
48 | Barred WarbleSylvia nisoria

49 | Whitethroat Sylvia communis

50 | Blackcagsylvia atricapilla

51 | Wood Warble Phylloscopus sibilatrix
52 | ChiffchaffPhylloscopus collybita

53 | Blue TitCyanistes caeruleus

54 | Great TitParus major

55 | WallcreeperTichodroma muraria

56 | Golden Oriolériolus oriolus

57 | Redbacked 8rike Lanuis collurio

58 | Lesser Grey Shrikeanius minor

59 | JayGarrulus glandarius

60 | MagpiePica mauritanica

61 | JackdawCorvus monedula

62 | RookCorvus frugilegus

63 | Hooded CrowCorvus cornix

64 | RavenCorvus corax

65 | StarlingSturnus vulgaris

66 | House SparroWwarus domesticus

67 | Tree Sparrowarus montanus

68 | ChaffinchFringilla coelebs

69 | GreenfinchChloris chloris

70 | GoldfinchCarduelis caluelis
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All images that follow were kindly shared by tour participants
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