Orchids of Rhodes

Mariposa Nature Tours trip report  7"-14™ April 2025

Tour leaderslon Dunn &r Richard Bate

Trip report by Jon Dunn
(Images clockwise from top left: Ophrys sici#aAndy; Ophrys cretic® John;

Ophrys regiderdinandii© TraceyOrchis itali@a© Sharor)

Mariposa Nature Tours Ltd
2 Ashtree Cottages
Langrove

Parkmill

Swansea

SA3 2B, United Kingdom

Tel: +44 (0) 7748 598768 Email: info@mariposanature.com

Website www.mariposanature.com



mailto:info@mariposanature.com
http://www.mariposanature.com/

Orchids of Rbdes Trip Report

[Please note; while some of the orchids encountered in Rhodes have common, vernacular
English names, many do not. Rather than impose our own clumsy vernacular names upon

GKS 1 G0dSNE ¢ S endfis names dzthg intérésts éfccuiayRndal@rity

However, where awideldza SR @SNY | Odzt | NJ yI YS SEA&ailGaz AdQa
name) in the text that followse.g.Giant OrchicHimantoglossum robertianun8imilarly,

where hybridshaveknown formal names, they are used.g.Ophrys x kalteiseniarta

describeOphrys ferrurrequinum x reinholdig but where no such formal name could be

found, we have simply described the presumed parents in questionOplyysferrum-

equinum x regierdinandii

Arrivals day,Monday 7" April

¢CKAAd KIFIR (2 0S a2YSdiKAy3a 2F | ¥F
experienceg all of the guests arriving the previous day
before a tour was scheduled to begin! This meant we could
all assemble shortly after brealditime at our meeting
- point, transfer to our comfortable hotel in good time to drop
s . o off our luggage, and pick up our picnic lunches before
. heading straight out into the field!

In effect, this gave us an extra few hours orehichting we

2 (0 KSN¥ A atBavesadtiipaiey Maving and leaders

Jon and Richard, having been on the island for days before

S 2dzNJ F3dzSadGaQ NNAGEE S AYyidSyRSR
~ unexpected boon.

m-

Ophrys luciss one of the earlier flowering bee orchids on Rhodes, and idicatie flower,
prone to going over rather quickly, particularly if exposed to a day or two of hot sunshine.
Fortunately we have found a special site, at elevation and j
a sheltered gully, that seems to hold flowers in bloom for
many days after the bulk afs kind have finished their
flowering business elsewhere on the island, so it was here,
that we made our first stop of the tour to ensure we had th
beautifullucissafely under our belts before it was gone for
good.

However, it was impossible to get @phrys lucisvithout
encountering some other orchids in the very short walk fro
the vehicles, stucisg  a y Q0 2 dzNJ T A Nttt 3
honour went toOphrys ferrurrequinum quickly followed by
l'."l K S R é f Daﬁfs{!ill rem'hcbtldu l.,l Qa Ophrys reinholdii © Kirsty &

Thesiteisa AGGE S aASyaAdA@dSs o0SAy3a O2YLI O4G FyR 2y
avoid anyone accidentally treading on a rAtewering plant. To this end, we approached

the flowering plants one at a time, with Richard standing by to ensure feet were pléted

© Mariposa Nature Tours Ltd, May 2025



Orchids of Rbdes Trip Report

the utmost care. Everyone waited patiently for
their turn at the altar olucis¢ and we had plenty
of butterfly distractiorsup slope to pass the time
¢ a procession ofjorgeous Eastern Festoon, and
elegantScarce Swallowtalil.

With this entrée enjged mere minutes from our
hotel, we travelled down to the southern end of

oon the island. With Rhodes having enjoyed some
RIFrea 2F adzyakKAyS 06ST2NB 2d <

nl_'" w
=Sy g
that the lowlying south of the island had taken a bit of a ?}4 ¥
baking, so we wantkto ensure we missed none of the ’ |
%

NRA O f =

emblematic species to be found there, not least the 4
opportunity to enjoyOphrys cretican all its glory. .

On either side of our picnic lunch we explored a network o
ruderal fields near Kattavia, an extremely fruitful and '
productive site in every regard. The new orchids came thi
and fast, with Ophrys bee orchids particularly appreciated,
some fine examples afretica
amongst them. Mirror Orchid
Ophrys speculurand King
CSNRAY Il yemgs h
regisferdinandiiwere
abundant, and unsurprisingly we also encounter@ghrys x
buttleri their hybrid offspring.

, Another hybrid, of a significantly rarer parentage, was also
presenthereci KS f 2 SOKAT R 2F aANNRBNJI h
eponymous bee orchid)phrys rhodiaThis geat rarity was

2yS 6SQR FTANRG aSSy AY HAHNnI Yy
continued to prosper. Some distance away was another

‘ familiar faceg a chlorotic, ghostly pale variation Gfphrys

Ophrys speculum © Jo rhodia

Ophrys luteavere enjoying an excellent year, paintinggas of the fields yellow with their
large flowers. Nearby we four@phrys umbilicataalways a scarce species on the island,
FYR 2yS S ¢6SNB LI &Aay3a Oft2aS GaGdSyidAazy G2 Ay
number of the group also keen birders, andhithe island having enjoyed southerlies

recently, conducive to migration, some good birds were also sgetably Eastern Blaek

eared Wheatear, and a magnificent male Pallid Harrier that flew through, heading north

with somedetermination. Nearer to ouvehicles, prior to moving on, Jon found our first

Lesser Fiery Copper of the week, a butterfly that was admired by all.

I ¥S¢g YAtSa R2¢gy GKS NRIR ¢S LIAR | @Aarld 02
seeOphrys cornutulavith its fine, elongated? K 2 Ny a Q> odzi |t a2 Sy O2dzy i
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orchids here, the lush and deep burgundy flowers of
Serapias caricaMore flamboyant by far, we also bumped
into our first Pink Butterfly Orchidnacamptis papilionacea
here, and paid our respects to the ldggeckos on the chapel
walls too.

Before we left, we learned John had fou@ghrys iricoloat

GKS YIFNBAY 2F 2dzNJ NUZRSNY f FASER
| W2y Qa SEK2NIFdA2y GKFG ¢S akK2dz
WA see something new pass us by ringingim ears, we made a

pit-stop back at the ruderal fields to enjoy our first meeting with the large, blue and inky

black flowers of this striking orchid, with a bonus sighting @
Chukar for good measure!

The drive back towards Embonas also yielded a neavfoir
the week, for Crag Martin were to be seen in their usual
rocky haunts on the coastal road. We had other things on
minds, however, with the chance to add one or two new
2NOKARa (2 2dz2NJ RFAfeé | 002d
A short walk up &ack near the hotel proved good for Giant
OrchidHimantoglossum robertianupand our firstOrchis
anatolicg a delicate but richly coloured member of the
Orchistribe.

NB G A N

With half an hour to spare before we met for our first pre
dinner evening checklision and Richard headed out to the
other side of the village on a short recce to prepare for the following morning. We leave

nothing to chance, and like to know if an additional stop

RAdZNAY3I (GKS RIFI@ YAIKG 6S | LINRRd:
to prove. Jondund a lateflowering but pristine example of

Ophrys sitiacabut this was significantly eclipsed by Richard

spotting, at 50kph, a roadsidephrys cinereophilalon had
gAUYySaadaSR 0STF2NBE wAOKIFNRQ& dzy Ol
spot orchids where othersmiply would not, but even by the
fr00SNDa KAIK adlyRFNRax GKAa ¢
leaders returned to the hotel and checklist in high spitits

tomorrow was guaranteed to start strongly.

Ophrys rhodia (chlorotic) © Jon:

Day 2¢ 8" April

The day dawned grey and overcast, with soipets of rain to be seen marking the road
outside while we ate breakfast. We had all seen the weather forecast, and knew what was
in store for ug; the day was meant to be watib-wall heavy rain on the island. It was, then,
something of a relief that fortte first two hours in the field we were spared and, sensibly,
we had chosen to start orchidunting on the very outskirts of Embonas, near to the hotel,
thereby maximising the comfortable time we had rather unexpectedly at our disposal.
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Our first stop wasit the roadside site where Richard had
found his driveby Ophrys cinereophilténe previous evening >4
CiKS L FYyd ¢6la adAiatft oKSNB &
treated to several fresh Pink Butterfly Orchid, a Giant Orcta ="
(albeit rather a small giant!), adirst beautifulOphrys
polyxoof the week, and further examples Gphrys regis
ferdlnandu ferrumequmum andrelnholdu Not bad for a

woodland that flanked the road we duly recorded the
Ophrys giacathe leaders had found the previous evening, &
while Richard, ranging in the woodland, found a large
Huntsman Spider.

A couple of miles away we parked in a quietrofid
location in the midst of a colony of lovely freSphrys
mammosag, the newOphryswere coming thick and fast, a trend that would continue
throughout the day ahead. A very pleasant walk along a track heading towards the coast
yielded moreOphrys regiderdinandiiandreinholdiiat the woodland edges and, in a lovely
olive grove with \@ws towards clougwathed Mt. Attaviros,
our firstOphrys sanctisidorii Nearby we found single
examples oDphrys iricoloandcinereophilathe latter plant

a more luxuriant example than that seen earlier in the
morning.

We walked back to our vehiclggausing to enjoy the
opportunity for more photos of the trackside orchids we
found, but with the rain now beginning to fall lightly upon

- dza® 2SQR YIRS (KS Yzad 2F GKS
of stolen hours we were not necessarily expecting given t
weather forecast.
" A short drive took us up the slopes of Profitis llias and, as
’ expected, the rain was now falling with serious intent. It was
time to don our raincoats and umbrellas, and continue ordidhiting undaunted. New
orchids came thick and $aon the open woodland floor,
with Ophrys oreasound in quick order, with Densiowered
OrchidNeotinea maculataProvence Orchi®rchis
provincialis and Naked Man Orchi@rchis italicaall seen
YSIENbéd 2SQR 6S aSSAy3a Y2 2T

s)SOASa RdzNAy3a G(GKS RI &X

A little way uphill we found a small colony of Man Orchid
Orchis anthropophoraheltering by the roadside, and our
first individuals of the dusky pink colour morph of Dense

flowered Orchid. We walked up onto the ridge of the mountidiat overhung us, to
discover a closely packed mixed colony of Greerged OrchidAnacamptis morio ssp.

© Mariposa Nature Tours Ltd, May 2025
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caucasicaProvence Orchid, and Milky OrciNéotinea lacteaThese provided much

distraction, though the slopes beneath us held further treaswgesr first Ophrys

omegaiferg andOphrys sicul® wA OKI NRQa&a 1SSy SeécRaacanptigxi i SR |
gennarii the hybrid between Greewinged Orchid and Pink Butterfly Orchid. This was just
beginning to flower, with only one flower fully open on thhewerhead, making the

discovery all the more impressive.

"\ﬂ Michael spotted our firsOphrys dodekanensigear the
; ridge-top as we were leavingwhile we were of course
K2LJSTdz 6SQR aSSy LX Syide Y2NB 2
| the old adage of a bird irhe hand being worth two in the
.= bush sprang to mind, so several folk elected to walk back
| uphill to enjoy this before we moved on.

Dropping down from the mountain top took us out of the
cloud, but not the rain that swathed the entire island today.
We sensily elected to eat our picnics inside the vehicles,
before moving down the Gadouras River Valley towards the
first of two main sites for the afternoon. We made a-glibp

at the Italian Bridge for its fine colony of Naked Man Orchid
¢ they were looking verfine indeed, and elicited some humogkKirsty noting that it was
raining naked men!

i ) LA\
Ofchis jtalica'@® Sharol

Nearby, we explored an area of hillside that held a particu
prize, theOphrysnamed after Persephone, queen of the
underworld of Greek mytholog¥phrys persephonagas
showing well in some numbers, her dark beauty
marvellously offset by the rich buttery yellow of many
surroundingelegantRhodes Fritillaryritillaria rhodia s
Persephone smiled upon us, the rain finally pausing for a & '"
while, allowing us an hour to expmwith some degree of
abandon. We soon found many delic&erapias politisii
and a colony of Bumblebee Orchphrys bombylifloraJon
and Richard found our fir®phrys apollonaeearby toog o 4 S

GKSNB g1 I RIFIgyAy3d asSyas nﬂ\MépeclesztBoﬁgﬁuriﬂlﬂv@’S NJ @
arGKéNBR F2NJ OKSO1ftAald tFGSNI 6SQR KI @S y2 AR

A short drive brought us into the vicinity of the village of Laerma, and here we found many

more Bumblebee Orchids, sharing a water meadow (in a very literabsers ¥ 1 SNJ (1 2 Rl & Q.
torrential rain) with two new species for ©d_ooseflowered OrchidAnacamptis laxiflora

and Serapias bergoniirhe Loosdlowered Orchids were really magnificent, with John

finding the finest stand of them in a hidden ditch, with onexfeashead measuring easily 10

inches in heightOphrysrhodiagg & F2dzy R ySIFINbeéz FRRAy3a G2 (GKS
more beautifulOphrys polyxéd SNBE Tt 2dzNAaKAYy 3 Ay GKS YSI R26Q:2
hyperchromic example of their kind.

© Mariposa Nature Tours Ltd, May 2025
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2 S QR e Wett tgday, but with the rain falling again with both persistency and volume, we

St SOGSR G2 KSIR o6lF0O1 G2 G4KS K2GSt G2 RNE 2dz
3dzA RSa (221 GKS 3N dashmiparioul Wikre @ddinfoyed SQa 2 0St
welcome hot drinks and some crepes.

YR ¢KIG 2F GKS RFreéQa FTAylLf &ao2NBa 2y GKS
2dzNJ gl @ OKNRdAzZAK (KS RIeédQa aA3akKdaGAy3das ¢S R
the day, and a great many of thermreve new for the week. Testament to how orchidaceous
GKS AatlyR A&ax | FGSN)I a2dzald (G662 RI&da 6SQR aSSy
be dry for the rest of the week, we could look forward to reacquainting ourselves with many
oftheminmore2 YT2 NI I 6t S O2yRAGA2YyA Ay GKS RlI&a (2

Day 3¢ 9" April

Awakening to find our hotel bathed in golden

sunlight was definitely an improvement on

the preceding day, though a strong northerly

GAYR gta |y dzyoSt O02YS RSQ
testament to the goodspirit and

' RSGSNXYAYIGA2Y 2F 2dzNJ I N2 dz
| it deter us, but it did make for some trying

orchidhunting conditions.

On the one hand, logic would suggest that a

Clifatlie & i gAYRe RI& glayQid GKS RI @
orchids on a hilltop but, on the otherand, we were also acutely aware that two of our

target orchids for the coming week were coming towards the end of their flowering season

¢ a day of intense sunshine and strong wind upon them, coming after a day of persistent

heavy rain, was unlikely to dbe condition of those remaining flowers much good. Every

day would count in terms of finding examples@phrys kora@r Ophrys leochroman good

condition.

We simply had to go up Windmill Hill today. The drive there is the longest of the week, a
little over an hour long, not on account of distance, but

simply due to the increasingly narrow and winding roads o}

traverses. The final few miles are on graded gravel roads, i

slowing one down still further, though the latter stages of |
the journey are extremelpicturesque as the gathering ‘
elevation yields some spectacular views of the island as a
whole, while the roadsides are painted pink and white by tl
flowers of the abundanCistugockroses that flourish here.

By midmorning we had parked near the summittbe hill,

the first of three sites we would explore at different
elevations during the course of the day. Giving ourselves t
hours to work with here at the first site, we began to see
what we could find. Jon had been here the previous week,;

© Mariposa Nature Tours Ltd, May 2025
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and knew tle location of one target, a good example of
Ophrys koragthe smaller of the twaenthrediniferatype
sawfly orchids to be found up here. It remained in good
condition, its rich brown lip contrasting beautifully with its
bubblegum pink sepals. Nearby, antpcarpets of delicate
Orchis anatolicawe found another nevDphrysfor the
week,Ophrys phryganaewith yellowfringed flowers and a
distinctively kinked lip when seen in profile.

Richard meanwhile had not strayed far from the vehicles,
and had found anagnificent example dDphrys colossaea

an endemic species for the islagavith large and

elaborately patterned flowers, this was truly the Colossus of
Rhodes! It contrasted starkly with surrounding diminutive
Ophrys polyxand, nearby, there was yet atier new

species to be seeqseveral examples @phrys saliarisilGood numbers of Pink Butterfly
Orchid also abounded here. The site, being on the ridge of the hill, had the wind
accelerating as it rushed up the northern face of the hill, so thesequédati orchids

demanded some determination and grit from their admire
Poor Jo was literally swept off her feet! Nearby, on a
sheltered slope, we enjoyed many diminutive but elegant
Ophrys parvulawith sparkling speculums set upon an inky
dark lip with afine lime-green border Tracey made a
strong case for these being the most attractive of all the
orchids seen thus far.

Ralph and Andy, wandering along a track in the lea of the
KAffS F2dzy R aYFINI YIS /N
small but highguality bird list we were building alongside
our orchids. Butterflies too were present here, proving as
tenacious as our group in the windy conditian&reen
Hairstreak were ubiquitous, posing nicely on the leaves of
the Cistus while
our first Greenunderside Blue were also duly
admired.

dzy G Ay 3

Ophrys parvula © Tracey

For our picnic lunch we dropped down to a lower
elevation, to an area in which Jon had found a
good colony oOphrys halidhe previous week.
They were still present and in good condition,
further burnishing our daily hdwf large

really attractive species, with greesuffused sepals and a strongigtterned lipg these
plants were much admired, but little did we know something better still awaited us at our
final destinatior2 y 2 AYRYAf t | Af f X
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2 SQ0R y2 &422ySNJ a0 NISR SELX 2NAy3 GKA&A ySs | N
three striking flowers. He called the group over to what, at a glance, seemed set to be
anotherOphrys halidut, as he knelt to examine the plant n@closely, doubts

AYYSRAFGSt @ aSi AGpdrysgamifda KX KPE G KAR 202 deKR a0 S 2 N
flowers were a rich rufous tone, with a dusting of golden hairs. Caution ggfi6 RA Ry Q1

want to set any hares running before we were sure wf identification. Calling Richard over

for a second opinion, our confidence grew as we considered what we had before us. (And,

upon crosschecking with the literature, we had no lingering doubts whatso&vs was

indeedOphrys samiga great rarity orRhodes).

We dispersed to explore the area still
further after this initial flurry of
excitement, somewhat distracted by Alpin
Swift and a passing Hobby overhead. Kirs
Ottt SR W2y 2@SNJ (2
had found a colourfuDphryswhich, to ou
collective delight, was an immaculate and
freshOphrys leochromahe only one of its
kind we would seg this is an earlier
FE26SNAyYy3I aLISOASa:x
quickly. A little way uphill Jon spotted our
first Ophrys attaviriawhile nearby Mibael found a lovely example Qfphrys iricolog this
was the site that just kept on giving!

2 S NI

While it was with some reluctance that we left a site this richly endowed with orchids, there
was also an undeniable sense of relief to be leaving the stronglvahihd us. We stopped
Ay | @AttF3aS ySIENbe F2NI I ¢St02YS oNBI]1 Fd |

En route for home we headed to a series of abandoned
terraces that proved fruitful last year, but arrived to find a
work crew and heavy machinery cleagiacrub and trees

from nearby power lines. With good grace, and most
apologetically, the foreman asked us if we could move on

of course, we were only too happy to do so. We had another
alternative site in mind, and it was to prove to be a good
one¢ on the lower slopes of Mt.Attaviros we wandered for
half an hour, finding a great many lové@phrys reinholdii

with their velvety black and white lips, some scented Dense
flowered Orchid, sever&@robanchghonorary orchids!)

and, just as we were about to hedack to the hotel, our
firstOphryscandich 2 S {ySgs 6SQR aSS KdzyR
examples otandicain the coming days, but this singular
example was a cherry on the cake of what had been a very fruitful day in the field.

Ophrys candica © Jon

At checklist before another delicisuinner, we realised that after just three days we were
now sitting on a quite incredible total of 48 species seen. The coming days would afford

© Mariposa Nature Tours Ltd, May 2025
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many more opportunities to revisit many of the species, but there would still be some new
additionstocome.£dzft R ¢S o0SGUSNI fFad &SkNRa NBO2NR (Il

Day 4¢ 10" April

We make a particular point of our leaders being veelhnected within their fields of
AYGiSNBadGz YR W2y yR wWAOKINR INB y2 SEOSLIIA
hunting in Rhodes we expect to find friends also on the island on the lookout for exceptional
orchids, and we happily exchange news with trusted confidagtesi Q& | YdzidzZ f £ & ¢
relationship, and ensures more people see special plants. This collaleocaaproach paid

off this morning in the form of news of a rachloranthaform of Ophrys siculdound by

friends a little east of Embonas. Jon and Richard headed out before first light to pin down

GKS LXFydQa SEIF OGO ¢ KSNSD me@amijeingd thegroupdor G KS G AY
ONBF{Frads Ad sla sA0K (GKS KIFLIL®R ySga GKIG ¢
itinerary.

TheOphrys siculaar. chloranthawas growing at the
perimeter of a strip of rough uncultivated land on the
edge of an olivgrove, surrounded by scattered
regularlymarked individuals of its kind, a fe@phrys
polyxg and a great man@phrys rhodiaWe each took
our turn to admire and photograph this very special
plant ¢ the lip of each flower a golden green in hue.
Neither ofour leaders had seenRseudophrysf any
kind expressing itself inéloranthaform, so this was
quite a red letter day for all concerned.

After this cause for celebration we made our way across the island to another uncultivated
area bordering an olergrove near Lardos. Here, both beneath the olive trees themselves
and in the general surroundings, were dozens of @phrys calypsys new orchid for the
week, and one with large, colourful flowers. Amidst them were severabeatopaxoides
oy s . g © e forms, wih noticeably elongated and characterful lips.

5]

We noted our first Clouded Yellow butterflies of the
week and, beneath them, als®erapias bergonénd
Naked Man Orchid.

Our next site was further north, a large and extensive
network of olive groves that argreatly beloved by us.
Beneath the ancient trees here we found many of the
largest of all the Rhodia@phrys Ophrys colossaga
including some flowers bearing intricately patterned
speculum markings. Here ti&erapias bergomivere
expressing themselvexeberantly, with some very large
and prolific stands of their kind beneath the trees.
Further orchids seen in the area includ®ghrys mammosand Ophrys rhodiaand a

couple of large Pyramidal Orchichacamptis pyramidalis

© Mariposa Nature Tours Ltd, May 2025
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We stayed here for our picniarich, eaten sitting on the grass in the olive grove. Overhead,
we could see bird migration happening before our eyes. After a day of intense northerly
winds that had slammed the door in their faces, the conditions today were much less
prohibitive for nortrerly-bound birds coming out of Africa. Hirundines and swifts fed low
overhead, the hirundines sometimes taking insects from just above the grass in which we
sat. We enjoyed stellar views of Swallow, Rechped Swallow, House Martin, Swift, Pallid
Swift, ard Alpine Swift. In the space of just 20 minutes two Shoed Eagles came in off

the sea and headed north higher overhead.

Migrants of another kind remained our constant companiqis K S RNJ 32y Ff A Sa
seeing daily were still very much in evidermsge. We suspected they must be Vagrant
EmperorAnax ephippigerand so it proved when we finally managed to patiently stalk

settled insects and take some images that allowed definitiv~
identification. Jon even found one roosting low oSarapias
bergoni, hidden from view by the surrounding grass.

After lunch we headed south towards Gennadi, and made
the first of two stops amidst still another extensive network:
of olive groves. Here we found Man Orchid, and much
Serapias caricand Ophrys polyxpoften gowing side by
side. An area of olives here is regularly inundated by
floodwater from a nearby watercourse, depositing rich silt
from the hills on the ground. We know of nowhere else on
the island whereSerapias carigaalready a big, chunky g &
tongue orchidgrows so large and impressively. Sure enouL LRSS .

some vast examples of it were there to be seen, including one-kiggespecimen that,
wonderfully, sported a beenimic robberfly Laphria aureawaiting on its uppermost flower
for an opportunity to ambush soe hapless passing insect

Just a couple of minutes from here found us
exploring our last olive grove of the day, and to
immediate good effect. Richard quickly found our
first Ophrys blitoperthanear to the track on which
$SQR | LILINE | QKegperinto MEtreeBsNE @ S
we found many more of this beautiful orchid.
Nearby Jon had already located tphrys lindian
- : the previous week, and these remained in flower to
be enjoyed by us all. Nearby, the group found
several more examples of this rare and |cedi
orchid.Ophrys attaviriavas also present here in
good numbers, albeit not as prolific @phrys blitoperthaRichard found an excellent hybrid
here between the latter two species, a distinctively different plant that grabbed our
attention.

Ophrys blitopertha © Andy

Our new orbids today had bee®phrys calypsy©phrys blitoperthaandOphrys lindiag
taking us over the 50 species threshold, to our collective joy. The law of diminishing returns
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was biting now, not that we caregitoday had been a truly lovely day, spent expigrblive
groves both coastal and inland, and we had seen a tremendous array of both orchids and
other wildlife besides.

Day 5¢ April 11

Oh no, rain again?! We sat down to breakfast with the heavens opening again outside, and
occasional flashes of lightrg and thunderclaps adding some further drama to proceedings.

2S KIR | LXFy F2NJG2RIF&xX odzi Y2RAFASR AlG I OC
2T wK2RSa Al asSSya (2 0S RNEB SftaSgKSNB:zI az ¢
north-east coast in the morning, and back to Profitis llias in the afternoon. This worked

splendidly, and we spent the day orcHidnting in sunshine.

2 Sttt y20 2dzad 2NOKARax S
week, so at our first stop near Kolimbia wen on the look
out for the perfect, large and foetid Dragon Arum. There |
were plenty of their kind in flower, but many were either §
tiddlers, more wyvern than dragon, or not fully unfurled in ¥
their burgundy, velvety glory. It was extremely pleasant to#
wande the open woodlands and limestone pavements of
the area searching for our perfect dragon, and we had so
distractions in the form oSerapias politisand Cyclamen
rhodium the latter much sweetesmelling than the arums,
whose odour of decomposing fless designed to lure their
pollinators, flies, to sample their supposed delights.

Soon enough we found the perfect specimen, a marvellous creature whose flower was
spangled with silvery raindrops from the showers that had finished before we arrived on
site. As the sun warmed it, its odour started to intensify, and while we were photographing
it we could see flies beginning to arrive upon it, attracted by the heady perfume of dead

deer.

}\ ’(s Nearby, and after a short search, we found a marvellous
standoftheRI @ Qa y Sg 2 NOKAiRaorwmA 2 SG |
abortivum These othewvorldly orchids look exotic and out
of place in a European context, but were very welcome
indeed for us. The cool spring had slowed down the
emergence of some species, Violet Limodore antbeg
number, so it was a species that casual visitors might
struggle to find in flower. Our usual sites all had emergent
plants, but none in flower, but fortunately in this out of the
| way corner of the island we knew there would be some
waiting for us, ad sure enough, here they were.

T We made a speculative stop to see if any peonies were still
in flower, but this early flowerlng species had already done its business at this location, and
all we found were plants forming seeds. This site did have a senppists sleeve for us
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Robert found a lovely Rhodes Freshwater GPatamon
rhodiumthat posed obligingly for us.

2A0K | GF @SNyl 2dzad || FSo
rude not to take advantage of the opportunity for a late
morning coffee. We rechged our orchiehunting batteries
ready for the afternoon while Jo, an accomplished needle
worker, was delighted to find the walls of the taverna
RAGLIE F@AY3I AYOINROFGS SYONP
had made many decades ago.

26y SN

We ate our picnic lunch little while later sat in the sun
bathed pine woodlands of Profitis llias, before commencing
our second orchighunting foray on the mountain. It had Ophrys reinnholdii © Jon

been raining so heavily the last time we were up there, hence we felt it would be productive
to spend sore time there again in more enjoyable conditions. A small hidden meadow,
encircled by large boulders, was our first site, and it was fairly carpeted with Grieged
Orchid¢ we trod carefully, not wishing to accidentally crush
these delicate things. Amortgem wereOphrys rhodia

Ophrys siculaandOphrys reinholdi the latter including a
handful of lovely pale examples, with much white frosting on
their lips¢ and some nice examples of rich mage@echis
anatolica

We returned to the hilltop meadow iwhich some of us had
seen a saturate®phrys dodekanensesrlier in the week,
and spent the remainder of the afternoon here to great

o effect. A couple oNeotinea lacteavere just about hanging
2y KSNB>X a2 ¢S 6SNB 3t R gt RereBiillingibd R S NI A S
condition; while Greeswinged Orchid remained numerous,
as did some really fine examples of primrose yellow
Provence Orchi@rchis provincialifOurAnacamptis x

gennariK @ 0 NA R KI Ry Qi I R@IyOSR b 0 dzi
started tofind moreOphrys dodekanensand Ophrys oreas
FYR Al ¢élayQid t2y3 o60ST2NB aLJ2aG0GS

between the two of them, displaying a suite of characters
intermediate between both parents.

This plant, understandably, distracted us for a whilehn,
meanwhile, had found something to drag us away from it
an extensive colony of Dendlewered Orchid\eotinea
maculatg including some extremely heavily marked plants
with leaves densely mottled with deep aubergine markingsys=- ,
marked like the coatfoa leopard. il lrres - A
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Nearby still more Provence Orchid were to be
seen, while the irrepressible Robert continued to
¢ find excellent other wildlife; two Calais parreysii
click beetles were particularly admired by all. We
returned to our hotel with enough time to goy

a celebratory ice cream in the nearby ice cream
parlour before it was time for checklist and yet
another delicious dinner. Our orchid species total
for the week had increased by one, in the form of
the Vlolet Limodore, to 52 species. One more wouldledu G KS NBO2NR 6SQR &S
K I I FS¢ GFNBSGa Ay YAYR F2N GKFGX

Day 6¢ April 120

This was more like ¢ waking up to a fine sunny morning
that meant we could go orchilunting without having to
modify our plans in any way due to the weather. Hwer,
thanks to Richard undertaking a dawn orchid recce, we
needed to amend our plans slightly from an orchid

these tours!

Richard had found a pristine example@phrys sanctisidorii
a few mies from the hotel, so we were keen to improve
upon our previous sighting of this scarce and localised
species. We headed here after breakfast and, in little time,
we were all enjoying this lovely flower beneath olive trees
with a view of Mt. Attaviros intte near distance, with just a
few wispy white clouds around the summit in an otherwise unblemished cerulean sky. This
was the life! After most folk had taken their time to photogragdnctiisidoriiwe wandered

the rest of the olive grove, finding flowegOphrys cinereophil@phrys iricolgrandOphrys
polyxg and a good many Pyramidal Orclidacamptis pyramidalithat were on the cusp of
colouring up and blooming. A little later, upon reviewing images, Richard noted one plant
that was intermediate bet@enOphrys cinereophiland Ophrys sanciisidorii, indicating

some hybrid shenanigans had occurred here.
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Leaving this rich and beautiful spot, we no®ghrys
mammosaat the roadside before heading south to explore a
new hillside for us near Kattavia.délominate in this

warmer, southerly area were many Pyramidal Orchid in full
0f22Y YR a4 ¢6SQR K2LISR>X 322R
Anacamptis coriophortoo, their heavily spotted and jagged
vermillion flowers a delight to see. To our surprise, we found
an Oprhys creticavith an immaculate flower, a very late
individual of its kind indeed. Not only late, but doubly
interesting for with its green sepals it resembled the
nominate form of the species rather than the Rhodian
beloniaesubspecies. Bird passage vedsarly under way

again today, and those with binoculars noted White Stork
among others passing overhead. A highlight of the morning was more earthlipRiuhard
found a stunningly beautiful Mediterranean Ocellated SKitlalcides ocellatubtat posed
calmly for the appreciative admirers who gathered to see it.

28 Y2Q0SR | O02dz)X S 2F YAt Sa
explored earlier in the week the passage of time had, of %
course, meant that man@phrysbee orchids had finished
their flowering business faanother year, but others were
still very much in evidence or, indeed, now at their peak.

Ophrys rhodia x speculunybrid, and our fist Cytinus
hypocistisof the weekg the latter is a fascinating plant
vampire that lives inside the roots Gfistugrock roses, o, S 3
emerging only to flower every now and aggithe flowers emerglng from the Ieaf I|tter
beneath the rock roses as waxy red bib@fore opening to reveal shiny yellow and red
flowers, to be pollinated in time by ants.

Our wanderings here after lunch revealed still mQphrys
cretica ssp belonia@ surprisingly good condition, a great
manyOphrys luteaand Ophrys rhodiaand a lub clump of a
vigorous hybrid betwee®phrys polyxand Ophrys rhodia

with sullied aubergine and green sepals initially suggesting a
hybrid origin before closer examination demonstrated the
flowers to be intermediate between the parents. Nearby,
Richard faind achloranthaform of Ophrys regiderdinandii

that had, unfortunately, not fully formed its flowers. One to
keep an eye on next year, perhaps!

Ophrys polyxo x rhodia © Andy

Eastern Blackared Wheatear had been keeping a watchful eye on us here while we erchid
hunted slowly throughhe fields. The area was known to have Bee OrCGplrys apifera
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records in the near past, and we wondered whether we might find an -danlyering
SEFYLX S !t aX Al 6layQid (G2 0Sddd O0{2NNBIXI (S

We headed towards our final site for the day, jméng to ’
spend the late afternoon up on Mt. Attaviros, but stopping
en route for a coffee break at our favourite taverna in the
south of the island. Suitably refreshed, we headed up _
LOGr GANREAX hdzNJ LX Iy KSNB 4|
incredibly vairableOphrys candica | YR (G KS& O
disappoint¢ hundreds of flowers were out in the area, and
we were able to meander through the pine forest enjoying
each and every one we met. Inevitably, sharp eyes spotte
some variationg Jon found dusus form with an extra
labellum, and Richard a fine vélavescensOphrys reinholdii
was also numerous here arstill in great condition. Other
orchids encountered include@phrys omegaiferand Orchis
anatolicg and a really lovely Pink Butterfly Orchid.

Ophrys candica var. flavescens © Jon

In the distance we could hear ominous

NHzYo f SaX Fy2GKSNJ ad2NyY g1 i

away. We were unhurried by it, and made our

- way back to the vehicles as planned. Just as we

were leaving the woods Jon found a single tall,

spindly, darkilowered Ophrys Those parby

G221 | F¥S¢ AYI3ISEA:I IyR ¢S

Ophrys attavirialt was only an hour later, at

checklist, that the penny droppegireviewing

those images, and checking them against the
fAGSNY GdzNBZ yR 6S NBIFf A&

across a very scarcechid indeedc Ophrys eptapigiendit 2 S NB &az2f SR GKI G 6°¢

see it again first thing in the morning, to ensure everyone had ample opportunity to enjoy

this rarity. The mood over dinner was celebratgqg SQR y 2 ¢ Sljdzt f f SR G4KS p

record. Cald we beat it?

Distant thunder far away © Tracey

Day 7¢ April 13"

With Ophrys eptapigienssmost on our very doorstep, it seemed rude not to go back to
appreciate it more knowingly this morning after breakfast. We duly returned up Attaviros,
where eptapigiensisvas waiting for us andur appreciative cameras. With the benefit of
knowing what we were looking at, this was a very educational orchid indeed.
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This diversion aside, we headed back to the south of the
island and Windmill Hill for the morning. Our logic in
returning here was teee if further examples of the large

and dramatidOphrysspecies lfalia, samia andsaliarisi)

were to be foundc and, indeedhaliaand saliarisiiwere

both to be found in addition to, most pleasingly, more
colourful examples of botphrys kora@ndleochroma
Exploring the far side of the hill also yielded good numbers of
Ophrys mammos#or those willing to walk downhill a way;
GKAETS F2NJ 20KSNEZ (GKS fdaNB 27F /
higher ridges was too powerful to resist!

After lunch, we headedbtthe southern tip of the island to a
9. . site that we knew, from prior experience, should be the first
at whichAnacamptis sanctaould come into flower. The
crosscountry journey was punctuated by some essential stops for a little birgiimigo
could resisthe turquoise and chestnut loveliness of a Roller hunting few metres away from
us in a roadside field? Certainly not us. With #eg¢er and Woodchat Shrike also hunting
insects on this stretch of road, we were spoilt for birding choice.

A short walk at ousanctasite soon yielded our first flowering plant. Others were not

immediately forthcoming, so we spread out to search for more. Again, the birds were a

distraction, with an outrageously showy male Ortolan Bunting impossible to ignore. Jon

eventually found some more floweringnacamptis sanctaso we left the site welatisfied

¢with this,our54a LJISOASa 2F (KS 6SS1> 6SQR y2g 06SI GSy
We returned to the hotel in triumphant moogthis had
been a fabulous week of orchltlinting in greacompany,
YR 6SQR aSSy yz24 z2yfe | f
fully appreciated the beauty of both individual plants and
2NOKARA Sy YlaasS Ay GKSANJ
seen other myriad wildlife besidesbetween us we boasted
a wide rang of wildlifewatching interests, skills and
knowledge, and so everybody had benefited from one
Fy20KSNRa 1SSy SeéSa FyR LI
We arranged to meet for our final prdinner checklist, and
parted company with an hour spare to freshen up. And, of
course, liehard and Jon headed out once more to look for
orchids! There was one more possibility we thought we
should stand a chance of seeig@malkflowered Tongue
orchid Serapias parvifloraAlas, the flower Jon had seen the previous week proved to be no
more,presumably grazed off YR (G2 3JdzARS&Q OKI IANARY S y2 FdzNI
that particular colony to a state of flowering.
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. The Fates had other plans for the group, however. On the

drive back into Embonas, Richard did it agaandriveby

orchid dscovery, seeing a large example of what would prove

to be Ophrys mammos&om the moving vehicle. Upon

stopping to explore the area on foot, Richard hit the jackpot

one final time for the week finding a flowering Small

flowered Tongueorchid nearby! Gding the lily just a little,

there were alsdphrys attaviriag A G KAy | FSg FSSi

Jon and Richard dashed back to the hotel. Checklist would

KIgS G2 gFAdG I gKAESX hdzNJ 3dzSa i
than the field, gamely joined us for the five mieulrive for

one final orchiéhunt, and one final new species for the week.

And not just any specieasthis was number 55 for the ultimate Orchids of Rhodes tour!

What a wa to bring the week to a close.

Day 8, departures day

Our final day in this orchiluy’ § SN & LJ NI RA&aS RIFgySR FTAYS | yR
flights home at civilised hours (for those of heading home taglagme were staying on for

an extended holiday), we were able to start the day at a gentle pace. Some ambled down

into the village ér one last look around; others took the opportunity to take in one or two

final orchids within a few minutes walk of the hotel; and Kirsty put us all to shame by

running halfway up Mt Attaviros!

Our dropoff at the airport went as seamlessly as we expddtethis weHorganised island,

FYR S 0AR alR 322Ro0&Sa (2 2y S -hunyngedkdidX | YR
Jon and Richard would particularly like to thank all of our group for joining us thignyear

Rhodes; we made a terrific team, andll of us came away with some wonderful wildlife

memories to cherish and, in particular, some very special orchid encounters indeed.
9PSNEO2RE F2dzyR LI Iyida olyR 0ANR&X FyR NBLIA
that contributed to the overalsuccess of the week and the pleasure and enjoyment of the
ANRdzLI & | ¢gK2ft Sod 2 S 02 dz -Ryitditeafd thaidk yaii JodeK SR F 2
and alll We really look forward to seeing you again soon.

f QGTSER26dk 1S (2 E2AY RPYzRI FEAGKSIUNERI (2 KS
OAlLf 20SNEX 82dzdRBy ¢2aNF o RSA B NR IR | | (0 UzNB
MIRACI2Z NI G KS Y2aid dzL) G2 (OKS arS\§adyiBsr yBMAS 2084
02212 ¢6AgGSNE LyadlaNFryY 2N, 2dz2dzoST FyR
2az FyR Fff G0KS @SNEB tFGSad al NALIR2Al bl

¥ . [!9{Y® C!'/9.hKYt2L¢¢PwWb{c¢c!' DwEa_h!}! ¢ . 9
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Orchids of Rbdes

Trip Report

Orchids of Rhodes14™ April 2025

Species name

Day
1

Day
2

Day
3

Day
4

Day
5

Day

Day

Day

GENUS OPHRYS

Ophrys iricolor group

Ophrys iricolor

Z

Ophrys fusca group

Ophrys ciereophila

Ophrys parvula

Z

Ophrys sancifisidori

Ophrysattaviria group

Ophrys attaviria

hZ

Ophrys eptapigiensis

Z P2

Ophrys lindia

hZ

Ophrysblitopertha group

Ophrys blitopertha

Ophrys persephonae

Ophryslutea group

10

Ophrys lutea

Z

hZ

11

Ophrys phryganae

Z P2

12

Ophrys sicula

>

2 P2

hZ

Ophrys omegaiferaroup

13

Ophrys basilissa

14

Ophrys apollonae

15

Ophrys omegaifera

Z P2

>

16

Ophrys sitiaca

Z P2 P2

Ophrys speculum group

17

Ophrys regiderdinandii

Z

Z

18

Ophrys speculum

2 P2

Z P2

Ophrys tenthredinifera
group

19

Ophrys leochrom

Z

20

Ophrys korae

Z P2

21

Ophrys bombyliflora

=

Z

Ophrys apifera group

22

Ophrys apifera

Ophrysholosericagroup

23

Ophrys candica

Z

24

Ophrys colossaea

25

Ophrys samia

26

Ophrys halia

27

Ophrys saliarisii

2 P2 P2 P2 P2

Z P2

28

Ophrys oreas

Ophrysoestriferagroup

29

Ophrys cornutula

Z

30

Ophrys dodekanensis
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Species name

Day

Day

Day

Day

Day

Day

Day

Day
8

Ophrysheldreichiigroup

31

Ophrys calypsus

Z

32

Ophrys calypsusr.

pseudoapulica

33

Ophrys calypsusr.

scolopaxoides

Z

34

Ophryspolyxo

hZ

hZ

Ophrys umbilicata group

35

Ophrys rhodia

hZ

Z

hZ

36

Ophrys umbilicata

Z P2

Ophrysreinholdii group

37

Ophrys reinholdii

38

Ophrys cretica ssp.
beloniae

Z b2

Z P2

Ophrys argolica group

39

Ophrys lucis

Z

Ophrys mammaosa group

40

Ophrys ferrumequinum

Z

41

Ophrys mammosa

Z PZ

Z P2

Z P2

GENUS EPIPACTIS

42

Epipactis densifolia

GENUS CEPHALANTHEF

43

Cephalanthera longifolia

GENUS LIMODORUM

44

Limodorum abortivum

Z

45

Limodorum abortivum var.
rubrum

GENUS SPIRANTHES

46

Spiranthes spiralis

GENUS SERAPIAS

a7

Serapias bergonii

48

Serapias carica

hZ

Z P2

49

Serapias parviflora

Z P2 P2

50

Serapias polisi

>

GENUS ANACAMPTIS

51

Anacamptis collina

nf

52

Anacamptis laxiflora

Z

53

Anacamptiamorio

54

Anacamptis papilionacea

2 P2 P2

Z

55

Anacamptis pyramidalis

2 P2

Z P2

Z P2

56

Anacamptis sancta

57

Anacamptis coriophora

pZ

pZ

pZ

Z P2

GENUS NEOTINEA

58

Neotineamaculata

Z

59

Neotinealactea

Z P2

Z P2
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Species name

Day

Day

Day

Day

Day

Day

Day

Day
8

GENUS ORCHIS

60

Orchis anatolica

Z

Z

61

Orchis anthropophora

62

Orchisitalica

Z P2

63

Orchis provincialis

2 P2 P2 P2

Z

64

Orchis simia

GENUS
HIMANTOGLOSSUM

65

Himantoglossum
robertianum

Z

Z

nf

nf

Daily total:

17

29

22

20

14

20

27

Running total:

17

38

48

51

52

53

55

HYBRIDS

Ophrys x buttleri (regis
ferdinandii x speculum)

Ophrys rhodia x speculum

Z

Anacamptis x gennarii
(morio x papilionacea)

Z

Ophrys attairia x
blitopertha

Z

Ophrys dodekanensis x
oreas

Z

Ophrys polyxo x rhodia

Ophrys cinereophila x
sancttisidorii

Z P2

BUTTERFLIES

Eastern Festooperynthia
cerisy

Z

SwallowtailPapilo machaon

larva

Scarce Swallowtaphiclides
podalirius

Z

Common Blu@olyommatus
icarus

Z

Greenunderside Blue
Glaucopsyche alexis

Eastern Baton Blue
Pseudophilotes vicrama

Z

Longtailed Blua.ampide
boeticus

Z

Z

Z

Z

Green Hairstreakallophrys
rubi

Z

Z

Z

Z

Z

Z

Small Coppetycaena phlaeas

hZ

Lesser Fiery Coppefcaena

thersamon

2 P2

Z

Painted Ladyanessa cardui

Z

Z

Red AdmiraVanessa atalanta

2 PZ

Z P2

2 PZ

Z P2
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Day
8

Species name Day | Day Day | Day

o,
Z |
2

Large Whitepieris brassicae
Eastern Dappled White

Euchloe ausonia
Clouded Yellowolias crocea

Pygmy Skippesegenes pumilio

Mallow Xipper carcharodus
alceae

)
Z pZ [
2
N
w

pd
Z

ol

()]
z| zhz |~
<

Z

Z P2

Z

MAMMALS

Fallow Deepama dama
Northern Whitebreasted
Hedgehogfrinaceus roumanicus
Red Foxulpes vulpes N

Z

Z P2

REPTILES
Black Whip Snakmylichophis N
jugularis
Eurasian Blind Snake N
Xerotyphlops vermicularis

Balkan Green Lizardcerta
trilineata

Snakeeyed Lizarebphisops
elegans

Starred Agamatellagama N
stellio

Mediterranean Oellated
Skinkchalcides ocellatus
Mediterranean House
Geck(}lemidactylus turcicus

Balkan Terrapimauremys
rivulata

Z
Z

Z
Z

Z

Z

Z

Z

MISCELLANEOUS FLORA &
FAUNA

Rhodes Cyclametyclamen

rhodium

Rhodes Fritillaryritilaria
rhodia

Veratrum sp. nf

Dragon Arunmpracunculus N
vulgaris

Dianthus crinatus
Rhodes Freshwater Crab
Potamon rhodium

Hummingbird Hawkmoth
Macroglossum stellatarum

The Vestaknodometra sacraria
Pale Shouldescontia lucida
Wood TigeRnrctia plantaginis

Z
Z
Z
Z
Z
Z
Z

Z

Z

Z

Z

Z P2

Z
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Species name Day | Day

Day

Day

Day

Day

Day
8

Redveined Dartelsympetrum
fonscolombii

Vagrant Emperosnax
ephippiger

Z

Z

Z

Migratory Locustocusta
migratoria

Z

z| oz Z (s §
<

Z

Greek Predatory Bush
cricketsaga hellenica

Z

Laphria aurea

Z

Trichodes alvearius

Calais parreysii

2 P2

2 | { O] SHOMSHA &

SpiderEusparassus walckenaeri

Z

Mouse Spidebcotophaeus
blackwalli

Z

Flatbacked Millipede

Melaphe vestita

Z

Mediterranean Banded
CentipedeScoIopendra cingulatal

Z

Z

Common Yellow Scorpion
Buthus occitanus

Z

Z

Fasciated Conehead
Mantid Empusa faciata

Z

BIRDS (with many thanks to Ralph for compiling this list on behalf of us all)

Chukar Alectais chukar

Feral PigeoiColumba livia

Wood PigeorColumba palumbus

Turtle DoveStreptopelia turtur

Collared Dovétreptopelia decaocto

CuckooCuculus canorus

Alpine SwiffTachymarptis melba

Common SwifApus apus

Pallid SwiftApus pallidus

Stone CurlevBurhinus oedicnemus

Yellowlegged GulLarus michahellis

White StorkCiconia ciconia

Squacco HeroArdeola ralloides

Shorttoed EagleCircaetus gallicus

SparrowhawkAccipiter nisus

Marsh HarrielCircus aeruginosus

Pallid Harer Circus macrourus

Common BuzzarButeo buteo

Scops Owl Otus scops

Little OwlAthene noctugheard)

HoopoeUpopa epops

BeeeaterMerops apiaster
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European Rolle€Coracias garrulous
KestrelFalco tinnunculus
HobbyFalcoSubbuteo

Golden Owle Oriolus oriolus

Woodchat Shrikéanius senator
JayGarrulus glandarius

Hooded CrowCorvus cornix

Common Rave@orvus corax

Blue TitCyanistes caeruleus

Crested Larksalerida cristata

Sand MartirRiparia riparia

Crag MartirPtyonoprogne rupestris
SwallowHirundo rustica

House MartinDelichon urbicum
Redrumped SwallowCecropis rufula
Cetti's WarblelCettia cetti(heard)
Sadinian WarblerCurruca melanocephala
Whitethroat Curruca communis
WrenTroglodytes troglodytes
BlackbirdTurdus merula
NightingaleLuscinia megarhynchdbeard)
Semicollared Flycatcheficedula semitrquata
Collared Flycatchdticedula albicollis
WhinchatSaxicola rubetra
StonechatSaxicola rubicola

Siberian (Caspian) Stonecl&sxicola maurus
Northern WheateaOenanthe oenanthe
EasterrBlackeared WheateaDenanthe melanoleuca
House Sparrowasser domesticus

Grey WagtaiMotacilla cineregheard)

Y St 2 gMotatilla falathdatd =Blackeaded?)
White WagtaiMotacilla alba

Tawny PipitAnthus campestris

Tree PipitAnthus trivialis
ChaffinchFringilla coelebs
GreenfinchChloris chloris

LinnetLinaria cannabina
GoldfinchCarduelis carduelis
SerinSerinus serinus

Corn Buntingemberiza calandra

Ortolan Buntingemberiza hortulana
Cretzschmar's Buntingmberiza caesia
TOTAL 64 species

© Mariposa Nature Tours Ltd, May 2025



Orchids of Rbdes Trip Report

Galleries

All images that follow were kindly shared by tour participants

Images© Andy

© Mariposa Nature Tours Ltd, May 2025



Orchids of Rbdes Trip Report

Images© Tracey

© Mariposa Nature Tours Ltd, May 2025



Orchids of Rbdes Trip Report

Images© Jo

© Mariposa Nature Tours Ltd, May 2025



Orchids of Rbdes Trip Report

ImagesO© John

© Mariposa Nature Tours Ltd, May 2025



Orchids of Rbdes Trip Report

Imagesd© John

© Mariposa Nature Tours Ltd, May 2025



Orchids of Rbdes Trip Report

© Mariposa Nature Tours Ltd, May 2025



Trip Report

Orchids of Rbdes

Images®© Robert

© Mariposa Nature Tours Ltd, May 2025



Orchids of Rbdes Trip Report

Images© Sharon

Images© Roger

© Mariposa Nature Tours Ltd, May 2025



